2O6   BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
ultimates of time and space and motion, it has struck at their very foundations; by holding or assuming that space is curved and time probably the borrowed embodiment of motion in our minds, both being in fact mathematically interchangeable frith motion itself, it has brought us closer to a theory of the rhythm of life.
At last, the pulse beat of the universe is better understood. The straight line, square space, and rectilinear time are the last conventions of thinking to be exploded by science, following the explosion of the myth of the flat earth. If the universe is not infinite, it must be round, and cannot be square. But if the universe itself is round, there can be no absolute straight lines, for every straight line curves invisibly. Briefly, this "roundness" is as incomprehensible to us as the roundness of the earth must be to two ants crawling on two parallel longitudinal lines somewhere in Wisconsin, both making for straight north. With the roundness of the earth, the Far East has actually become the Far West of America, and an Eskimo going steadily north will strike upon Australia or New Zealand. The same thing must be true of the lines and directions of a round universe, of which the earth is considerably less than a suggestion of a microscopic speck.
The universe therefore consists only of circles and their modifications. Any "circulist" picture (my own term) will present a better and truer picture of life and motion and material objects than a- cubist picture. Cubism is scientifically incorrect; even light impulses move in waves. In the very pointed lines of cubism, I see only the harshness of the modern spirit.
And so the true historian can draw a picture of human history only in curves also, with constant emerging and submerging and blending of cycles. The Chinese Taoists knew this well; the whole yin-yang concept was based